Serial Number (SN)

This field contains the unique identification number assigned by the US Patent and Trademark Office to applications that have received a filing date. 

TIP: A serial number is 8 digits. Search this field using the two-digit series code and a six-digit serial number (right-justified, with leading zeroes if necessary), with or without the hyphen between the code and the number.

Example: 70-011210 or 70011210
The <serial-number> element is mandatory and will occur one time between the <serial-number> start and </serial-number> end tags containing the SERIAL NUMBER, an eight-position numeric field consisting of the following:
<Serial number>:

Position 1-2 will contain a series code:

SERIES CODE


FILING DATE

70
indicates filing dates ranging from 1870-10-25 through 1905-03-31

71
indicates filing dates ranging from 1905-04-01 through 1955-12-31

72
indicates filing dates ranging from 1956-01-01 through 1973-08-31

73
indicates filing dates ranging from 1973-09-01 through 1989-11-15

74
indicates filing dates ranging from 1989-11-16 through 1995-09-30

75
indicates filing dates ranging from 1995-10-01 through 2000-03-20

76
indicates paper filings from 2000-03-20 to present

77
indicates Internet filings from 2006-09-14 to 2010-03-26

78
indicates Internet filings from 2000-03-20 to 2006-09-14

79
indicates §66(a) filings from 2003-11-03 to present

80 - 84
Serial numbers starting with 80 - 84 are pseudo serial numbers and are created for registration records where the serial number is unknown.  Pseudo serial numbers are created by prefixing an "8" before the seven-digit registration number.  If the registration number is less than seven digits in length, it is padded by leading zeros before prefixing the “8”.

85
indicates Internet filings from 2010-03-27 to 2013-07-01

86
indicates Internet filings from 2013-07-01 to 2016-04-13

87
indicates Internet filings from 2016-04-13 to present

89
assigned to filings covered under Article 6 and other Acts of Congress.

Position 3-8 will be a six-position serial number right justified with leading zeros.

NOTE:  When the <serial-number> begins with 80, 81 or 82, the actual serial number is unknown and the serial number is created by placing an “8” before the seven-digit registration number.  If the registration number is less than seven digits in length, it is preceded by zeros.

When the <serial-number> begins with 89, non-registration data consists of information entered in the data base because of treaty obligations, U.S. Statutes, or other requirements. 

NOTE:  The Series Code 60 was recently created for old “DEAD” registrations where the Serial Number is unknown, but the Registration Number exist in USPTO search systems.
