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The Index to the U.S. Patent Classification File is based on the system used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office to classify patents.  It is an alphabetical list of 67,800+ subject headings referring to specific classes and subclasses of the patent classification system.  The Index to the U.S. Patent Classification File is available bimonthly (i.e., once every two months, usually by the second week in odd months).  It is available for download for no charge from Reed Tech:  http://patents.reedtech.com/classdata.php or the USPTO website:  https://eipweb.uspto.gov/2014/IndextoUSPatentClass 
It can be searched for FREE on the USPTO website at:  http://www.uspto.gov/go/classification/ 

For more information about available USPTO electronic information products (EIP):  http://www.uspto.gov/products/catalog/index.jsp  


File Characteristics:

File Name	clasindx.zip

Recording Mode	ASCII

Record Length	80 Characters

Block Length 	16000 Characters


NOTE:  The last block is padded with Binary zeros, Hexidecimal “00”.


Index to the U.S. Patent Classification File – continued

Record Description:

Character
Positions	Data Type	Contents

1  –  37	Alphanumeric	Descriptor text – the descriptor text may begin in positions 1 – 8 depending on the indent level of the record.  Unless the descriptor text uses all 37 positions, There is a single space after the descriptor text.  After the descriptor text and the single space, the remaining characters up to position 37 can be spaces or “.”

38  –  39	Spaces	Unused, space filled.

40  –  42	Alphanumeric	Class

43  –  48	Alphanumeric	Subclass

49  –  57	Numeric	Working number – file sequenced on this number ascending.

58  –  59	Spaces	Unused, space filled.

60	Space or “+”	Space filled or ‘+’, where ‘+’ indicates that all subclasses which are indented under this subclass also apply to this descriptor.

61	Numeric	Indent level, indicates the indentation level of this record.

1 – 1st indent level.

2 – Continuation of indent level 1 text.

3 – 1st indent level under level 1.

4 – Continuation of indent level 3 text.

6 – 2nd indent level under level 1.

7 – Continuation of indent level 6 text.

8 – 3rd indent level under level 1.

9 – Continuation of indent level 8 text.
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Character
Positions	Data Type	Contents

62  –  78	Spaces	Unused, space filled.

79	Space or “– “ or “1”	Normally space filled.  A “– “ value indicates a class/subclass less than 9 characters.  A “1” value indicates ?.

80	Linefeed	A 1-position alphanumeric field that contains:  Hexidecimal “OA”


Index to the U.S. Patent Classification File – continued

Example 1

A-FRAME STRUCTURE ...................  D25029000000000001   1                  
ABACUS ..............................  434203000000000002  +1                  
  DESIGN ............................  D18006000000000003  +3                  
ABATTOIR SEE BUTCHERING                000000000000000004   1                 1
ABDOMINAL                              000000000000000005   1                 1
  SUPPORTERS ........................  450094000000000006  +3                  
ABIETIC ACID ........................  562404000000000007  +1                  
  ESTERS ............................  560007000000000008   3                  
  NATURALLY OCCURING MIXTURES .......  530200000000000009  +3                  
ABIETYL ALCOHOL .....................  568714000000000010   1                  
ABLATIVE FLUIDS .....................  169DIG002000000011   1                  
ABORT                                  000000000000000012   1                 1
  INDICATOR OF ABORTED START ........  431015000000000013   3                  
  MOTOR WITH ABORT MEANS ............  060379000000000014   3                  
.
.
.
ZIRCONATE CERAMIC COMPOSITIONS ......  501134000000067828  +1                  
ZIRCONIUM                              000000000000067829   1                 1
  ALLOYS ............................  420422000000067830   3                  
  COMPOUNDS                            000000000000067831   3                 1
     ORGANIC ........................  556051000000067832  +6                  
     RECOVERY OF INORGANIC ..........  423069000000067833   6                  
     REFRACTORY COMPOSITION .........  501094000000067834   6                  
  ELECTROLYTIC FUSED BATH ...........  205397000000067835   3                  
  ELECTROLYTIC SYNTHESIS AQUEOUS BATH  205560000000067836   3                  
  HEAT TREATMENT ....................  148672000000067837   3                  
  PYROMETALLURGY ....................  075612000000067838  +3                  
ZITHERS .............................  084285000000067839  +1                  
ZONE MELTING                           000000000000067840   1                 1
  ELECTRIC FURNACE ..................  373017000000067841   3                  
  INDUCTION FURNACE .................  373139000000067842   3                  
  METAL REFINING ....................  075010110000067843   3                  
  SINGLE-CRYSTAL APPARATUS ..........  117219000000067844  +3                  
  SINGLE-CRYSTAL PROCESS ............  117037000000067845  +3                  
ZOOTECHNY                              000000000000067846   1                 1
  BREAKING AND TRAINING .............  119712000000067847  +3                  
  HARNESS ...........................  054000000000067848   3                 -
     BREAKING AND TRAINING ..........  054071000000067849  +6                  
  PROPAGATION AND CARE OF ANIMALS ...  119300000000067850   3                  
  TRAPS .............................  043058000000067851  +3                  
ZWIEBACK ............................  426618000000067852  +1                  
  MORTARED ..........................  052415000000067853  +3                  

1

1
		
